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Get Involved with Deep Roots KC!

Habitat Garden Tours

Hundreds of guests enjoyed our 2025
Habitat Garden Tours. Following the
tours, 70 percent of our guests visited our
adjacent plant sale to add more native
plants to their own yards!
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“I've added so many
of the plants seen
on the tours to my

own yard.”

Curious by Nature

Deep Roots’ Curious by Nature episodes
highlight native plant landscapes in
areas large and small. Join us the first
and third Thursday of each month

and get inspired! Missed an episode?
Recordings and resources are available
on our website. Year-round, you can
also get involved with our in-person
trainings and workshops!

Curious by Nature

WITH DEEP ROOTS

Scan the QR to join
us at these events!




Deep Roots KC 1s increasing
native plant landscapes
throughout our region.

BY THE NUMBERS:

P 12,300

PEOPLE ATTENDED DEEP ROOTS EVENTS

POLLINATOR NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIBERS

NATIVE PLANTS PLANTED

ADDITIONAL DEEP ROOTS PROGRAMS:

Callery Pear Buy Back Campaign, Naturalist Walks, Demonstration Garden at the Anita B. Gorman Conservation Discovery Center, Discover
Native Gardening Learning Sessions, Land Manager Field Trips and Trainings, Plant Sales, Shawnee Mission School District Natural Areas

This is exactly what we
needed to wrap our heads
around what should go
where, why, and how it
all fits together. You all
are really onto something
with this service and I'll
spread the word far and
wide. Looks like we have
a fun winter of planning
ahead...
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ADVISORS
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consullalion service

Nature Advisors volunteer
consultants span the metro,
meet with residents, tour their
properties, and then offer
detailed guidance in person
and in a written report.

Launched in 2022, Nature
Advisors has served 275
clients. Ninety percent of
Nature Advisor clients are
Do-It-Yourselfers, and 20
percent of Nature Advisor
participants planted native
plants for the first time! More
than 20 volunteer consultants
are ready to serve even more
residents in 2026.

19%

of program participants planted more

than 41 new native plants in 2025.

83% of program participants added MORE
native plants to their gardens.

30% added a new native plant garden

from scratch!

Photo: Sally Urdang

2026 HIGHLIGHTS

More than

270

people attended our
annual conference

and enjoyed

21

concurrent sessions,

20

exhibitors, and

2

keynote speakers.

These are my favorite two

days of the year!

| really enjoyed exposure
to new ideas and
information, in-depth
information on topics that |

care about.




Woodlands are defined by the percentage
of tree canopy: 30-80 percent canopy cover
in comparison to 100 percent canopy cover

V‘/ OOdlandS in forests. Because of that bit of sunshine,
a woodland ground may be covered in
a variety of vibrant and diverse shade-
tolerant ferns, sedges, and wildflowers.

Oak Sedge (Carex albicans)
When in doubt, sedge it out! A
transitional option to plant between
your native garden and lawn, Oak
Sedge will add stunning texture and
movement to your garden.

Eastern Redbud

(Cercis canadensis)

This is an iconic Kansas City

tree for good reason! Its

early spring branches are

coated in pink florets and Celandine Poppy (Sylophorum diphyllum)
are early pollen and nectar Fun Fact: Celandine Poppy seeds are
sources for pollinators. distributed by ants, a process called
myrmecochory. The charming yellow flowers
are a bonus to the dynamic foliage that will
persist throughout the year.

Photo credits: Outer envelope: Chris Helzer, Prairie Ecologist; Cover photo: Cydney Ross; Oak Sedge: Cydney Ross; Woodland Pinkroot, Eastern
Redbud and Celandine Poppy: Missouri Botanical Garden; Redbud insect photo: Shutterstock; Hummingbird: Noppadol Paothong courtesy of
Missouri Department of Conservation; Redbud with bee: Shutterstock; Ant: el gritche; Background: Shutterstock



Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium)
Standing flower stalks and dense basal rosettes
provide overwintering habitat for insects. In the
summer, it’s a pollinator magnet attracting native
bees, butterflies, and numerous beneficial wasps that
nectar-feed and hunt herbivorous insects nearby.

Blue Grama (Bouteloua gracilis)
Blue Grama forms tidy clumps
creating a soft, fine-textured carpet.
In a garden, it supports wildflowers
providing structure and stability.

Its fine blue-green blades and
“eyelash” seed heads flutter in the
breeze, providing visual interest.

Leadplant
(Amphora canescens)
Leadplant is a slow growing
plant with deep roots that
modestly spreads by seed. It
blooms in early to mid-summer,

feeding specialist bees and
If your yard gets a lot of sun (6-8 hours direct many pollinators while hosting

sunlight), prairie plants might be the choice for you. caterpillars. Eastern tailed blue
Grasses are the backbone of prairies, and they butterflies love feasting on this
provide structure for flowering prairie plants. Leadplant’s striking blooms.

Prairies

Photo credits: Rattlesnake Master: Tom Schroeder; Blue Grama: James R. Page, flickr; Foxglove Beardtongue: Emily Bruflat;

Leadplant: Chris Helzer, Prairie Ecologist; Background: Adobe Stock



A rain garden is a shallow depression in the
landscape that collects rainwater and relies

on plants that can handle fluctuating amounts R - ( ; d
of water. Wet species should be placed in aln ar enS
the deepest sections while drought-tolerant
species prefer the drier slopes.

Buttonbush

Southern Blue Flag Iris ; { (Cephalanthus occidentalis)

(Iris virginica) ; Puffy cream blooms are fragrant and

Many gardeners are familiar with P ek attractive to hummingbirds, bees,

Irises, but have you met our TR ; . and butterflies in early summer. Its

native species? Adding visual dramatic seedheads and sculptural

structure, leaf blades stand structure provide food and shelter

upright while familiar light purple for songbirds in winter.

- blooms appear in early summer.
Flowers utilize nectar guides to
direct pollinators to their centers.
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Marsh Milkweed

(Asclepias incarnata)

Tender leaves provide food for 12
caterpillar species, including the
monarch butterfly which depends
solely on Milkweed species. Pink
summer blooms are fragrant, providing
nectar to native bees and butterflies.

Photo credits: Southern Blue Flag Iris: Shutter:
www.lindaleinen.com; B ee on Buttonb
Milkweed Fish and Wildlif

urtesy of Linda Leinen at
rch caterpillar on




Tim Ackerman

Maryanna Adelman

Sue Agrawal

Tony Ahart

Susan Ahn

Allendan Seed Company*

Micki Altenbernd

Garrett Anderson

Emma Andrews

Mary Anthes

Ann and Matt Anthony

Elizabeth Ardell

Colleen Armstrong

Jan Armstrong

Darlene Arnett

Jeanette Arrigo

Aviara Liberty, a
development of
GreenWillow
Communities*

Susan Bailey

David Baker

Carol Ball

Maddie Ball

Joni Barnett

G. Kenneth & Ann Baum
Philanthropic Fund

Sarah and Jonathan Baum

Kathryn and Dale
Beckerman

Kathy Bednar

Jamie Beel

Leah Berg

Talis Bergmanis and Anne
Devaney

Libby and Bob Berkebile

Patty and Steve Berry

Rachel Best

Tara Biskup

Liz Blass

Anne and Bill Blessing

Beth Blevins

Erin Bockwinkle

Emily and Rick Boeshaar

Alden Boetsch

Sandy Bonar

Vanessa Bonavia

Marilyn Borel

Peggy and Dr. Michael
Borkon

Angela Borns

Kat Bortz

Sara Boschert

Katherine Boutros

Ann Bowler

Kenn Boyle and Jeffrey
Hackman

David Brackey

Jennifer Bradford

Christy Bradley

Sarah Bradley

Cathi and David Brain

Sunny Branick and Jesse
Ostrander

Terry Branick

Christene Bray

Susan M. Bray

Mary Anne Brazeal

Bryan, Cave, Leighton,
Paisner, LLP

Susan Brisch

Caylin Britton

Christine Brown

Lynne and Peter Brown

Jill Bunting

Wendy and Grant Burcham

Linda and John R. Burwell

James Byrd

Sarah Byrd

Deb Campbell

Phyllis Campbell

Anne Canfield

Wendy Carlton

Janet and Scott
Carmichael

Kate Carpenter

Donna and Kevin Carril

Dylan Case

Barbara Cates

Lyndon and Rick
Chamberlain

Nancy Chapman

Thank you to our 2025 Deep Roots Donors

Stephanie Chase

Marta Chasteen

Linda Chubbuck and Stan
Slaughter

City Roots Native Plant
Nursery*

Gail Clair

Lori and Kenneth Coder

Rebecca Coldicutt

Contain the Rain Johnson
County*

Rhonda Cosgrove

Diana Costello

Laura Cox

Suzanne Crandall

CritSite*

Culver Family Foundation

Becky Cunningham

Claire Curtis

Mary Ann Curtis

Ray Cwach

Vickie Damm

Heather Davis

Jan Davis

Ann Day and Roger Alan
Clawitter

The DBARANDLOU
Foundation, Inc.

Katherine DeBruce

Joan DeCoursey

Chris DeLong

Chantal DeLorme

Janet Desnoyer

Cheryl Dillard and Pat
Titterington D. D. S.

Stephanie Dillard

Susan Dillard

Mary Dillon

Molly Dillon

Ally Dinkel

Cindy Doerr

Meredith Donaldson

Tony Donley

Allyse Dowell

Marcia Downs

Christy Drace

Harold Draper

Beth Dringenberg

Bruce Duffin

Bonnie Duma

Theryn Dumbell

Barbara Dunaway

Annabelle Eason

Courtney Edwards

Leila Effertz

Eichman Family Fund

Julie Elfving

Claudia Ellermann and
David Hermann

Terri Emley

Theresa Enderle

Deborah English

Evergy Green Team*

Margo Farnsworth and
Jim Pascoe

Heath Farrar

Debra and Andrew Filla

Kelly Finn

Christine Fisher

Jody Flaherty

Paul Flinn

Susan and Kent Flury

Linda Flynn

Jon Foiles

Forrest Keeling Nursery*

Valerie Frankoski

John Freshnock

Marla Fricke

Pamla Frost

Susie and G. David Gale

Linda Garza

Kathryn and Kirkland Gates

Anne Gatschet

Nikki Gaylord

Cheryland Billy Geffon

Katherine and Mark Gerges

Christine Gerson

Suzanne and George
Gordon

Mary Gorman

Arvin L. Gottlieb
Foundation

Anna Graether

Jana Graham

David Grant

Pam Gray

Sabine Green

Sara Greenwood

Michele Griffith

Jody Grigsby

Barbara Groening

Joyce Grover

Denise Haas

Habitat Architects, LLC*

Carol Hafeman

Linda Hall Foundation*

Edna Hamera

Hamilton Native Outpost*

Laura and Charlie
Hammond

Susan Hanguaer

Amy Harding

Mary Jo Harris

Linda Harvey

Judy Hastert

Heartland Conservation
Alliance*

Marilyn and Jim
Hebenstreit

Sarah Hemme

Leslie Herring

Linda Hezel and Richard
Moore

Aimee Hilger and Michael
Dvorak

Kaylyn Hobelman

Ellen and Irv Hockaday

Jane Hogan

Katherine Hoggard

Cathy Holdsworth

Tobi Holloway

Mary Ellen Holt and
Robert Josephs

Tina Hoover

Rosemary Hope

Kay Hopkins

Patricia Hornbeck

Eric Howard

Lindsay Hoyt

Marian Huhman

Marie Hunter

Blair and Michael Hyde

Ellie and Mark Idstrom

Izel Native Plants*

Tom Jacobs

Michele Jaderborg

Jeanine Jagels

Cindy and Jason Jensen

Bradford Johnson

Dan and Nancy Johnson

Michelle and Sam
Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Valerie Johnson

Lynda Jones

Natalie Jones

Pat Jones

Jost Greenhouses*

James Juno

Valerie Kamb

Kansas Department of
Wildlife & Parks*

Muriel McBrien Kauffman
Family Foundation*

John Kenney

Kathy Kerns

Julie and Mike Kirk

Rachel Klem

Jamie Koehler

Nancy and Herb Kohn

Pam Kosewick

Margaret and Tad Kramar

Alicia Kramme

Jeffand Kim Krum

Mary Jane Kuehn

Carolyn and Bruce Kusmin

Cindy Lais

Lakewood Garden Club

Louise Landry

Caitlynn Langton

Jasper Langton

Leaf & Sky*

Anne Leduc

Janice Lee

Christopher Leitch

Jeanette LePique

Kristina Lewis

Lindsay Family Foundation

Patricia Logan

Karen Lordi

Rebecca Lucas

Grace Magott

Leslie Mark and Mark
Eisemann

Susan Lordi Marker and
Dennis Marker

Lauren Martin

Lisa Martin

Janelle Martinez and
Boanerges Martinez
Cortez

Rebekah Matthews

Kent Maughan

Cindy and Barry Mayhew

Gwen McClure

Ann McCray

Amelia McDaniel

Mary Anne McDowell

Amy McGough

Mark McHenry

Jenny Mcllroy

Carole McKnight

Annette McLane

McMeel Family Foundation

Katie Meister

Anne Melia

Kelley Melvin

Ann and Myron Michael

Mid-America Regional
Council*

Shari and James Millar

Gina Miller

Melody Miller

Michael Miller

Nicole Miller

Miller Hammond
Charitable Fund*

Ann and Chad Milton

Missouri Conservation
Heritage Foundation*
Missouri Department of

Conservation*
Missouri Wildflower
Nursery*
Courtney Moloney
Karen Moninger
Cheryl Moore
Marti Moore
Richard Moore
Susan Morgenthaler
Laura Morlan
Rozzie Motter
Christina Mowe
MycoBloom, LLC*
Barbara Nelson
Nancy Nelson
John Nero
Jolene Newkirk
Colleen Newland
Anita Nickless
Ruben Noguera
Laura O’'Brien
Mary O’Leary and Jim
Meckel
Rebecca Olson
Savannah Olson
Mary Jo Ostenberg
Mark Ostendorf
The Parks and Recreation
Foundation of Johnson
County*
Parsons’ Gardens
Adrienne Patrick
Susan Patterson
Marion Paulette
Bonnie and Doug Pearson
Curt Petersen
Kenya Pieters
Sarah Pike
Liliane Pintar
Janet Pippin
Ann and Ken Plautz
Ellen Porter
Amy and Clint Povich
Laura and Rick Powell
Mary Ann and Nick Powell

Prairie Birthday Farm*

Print Forest*

Devon Pryor

P.J. Quell and Larry Davis

Natalie Raney

Susan and Scott Ready

Red River Valley Design*

Mary Redman

Susan Reidenbach

Lisa Rice

Lesley Rigney

Teri Riley

Kristin and Frank Riott

Heather Rischar

Cynthia Roberson

Jennifer Roberson

Jenny Roberson

Michella Robinson

Susan and Tim Rodgers

John Rose

Julie Rose

Lisa Savoie

Mary Schadler

Brandi Scheffer

Melissa Schlader

Colleen Schmidt

Carolyn Schneider

Laura Schneider

Jen Schroeder

Elizabeth and B.J.
Schulenburg

Jennifer Scott

Pam Seator

Dave Senter

Rachel Seymour

Calvin Shaneyfelt

Carol Sherman

Doris Sherrick

Shelley Shipley

Nancy Short

Ilana Silverstein

Cherie Smith

Frances Smith

Kathy Smith

Margaret Jo Smith and
Gary Whitmer

Suzanne D Smith

Suzanne Smith

Katherine and Kenneth
Snow

Beverly South

Sow Wild Natives*

Nancy Spangler

Susan and Tuck Spaulding

Susan Sposato

Melissa Starr

Stacia Stelk and Alex
Burden

Kaye Stevermer

Linda Stinnett

Stolzer Family Foundation

Lorie Stonebarger

Michele Stowers

Michael Stubbs

Brenda Stubitsch

Greg Studebaker

Suburban Lawn & Garden

Josie Sutkin

Kate Swails

Bernadette Swanson

Joe Sweeny

Dee Swindler

Cassondra Swoboda

Brianna Symmonds

Damon Talbott

Trisha Tataryn

Taylor Creek Restoration
Nurseries*

Donna and Bradley
Teachman

Ursula Terrasi and Jim
Miller

Greg Thacker

Margaret Thomas

Craig Thompson

Joan Toben

Elizabeth Townshend

Amy Tranin

Bob Trapp

Debbie and Eric Tschanz

Blue Tvedten

Nancy Tweedy

Shirley Unell

Sheila Upp-Bergman

Katie Van Luchene

Kelly Vandendaele

Kylie Vannaman

Jane VanSant

Barbara Van Vleck

Ginny Varraveto

Lisa Veglahn

Vireo*

Tamara Voetsch

Michelle Wade

Charlotte Walker

Robin Wall

Lesley Wallingford

Walnut Ridge Land Trust ITI

Madaline Walter

Rachel Walter

Sherri Wattenbarger

Nancy and Bruce Waugh

Becky Welch

Wellnitz Tree Care*

Dawn Wessling

Sally and Bob West

Tammy Westgate

Westport Garden Club

Matthew Whalen

Mary Whitaker

Becky White

Clancy White

Amy Williams

Lea Williams and Matt
Decapo

Carol and Craig Wilson

Patricia Wilson

Wendy Wilson

Van Wolbach

Kathleen Woods

Rachel Wydeven

Your Local Hero Fund

Donnaand Dallas
Ziegenhorn

Janand Jim Zimmer

Current Deep Roots
Board of Directors

Margo Farnsworth, Chair
Tom Jacobs, Treasurer
Carolyn Kusmin, Secretary
Kathy Gates, Founder
Bob Berkebile

Sunny Branick

G. David Gale

Jason Jensen

Susan Lordi Marker
Marion Pierson, MD
Kristin Riott

Eric Tschanz

Deep Roots
Current Staff’

Stacia B. Stelk,
Executive Director
Maddie Ball,

Outreach and Education
Program Coordinator
P.J. Born,

Land Manager

Chris Cardwell,

Urban Conservation
Program Manager
Denna Nachlinger,
Administrator and
Conference Coordinator
Cydney Ross,

Outdoor Education
Manager

Kay Thomason, Outdoor
Education and Outreach
Program Coordinator

*Indicates a Plan It Native
conference sponsor and/
or exhibitor



