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We are hosting a series of garden walks in May and hope 
you can join us! Tours include: 

  �The Loose Park Native Plant Gardens, 
  �The Missouri Department of Conservation’s Discovery 
Center, and 

  �The Shawnee Mission School District’s Center for 
Academic Achievement. 

Tour leaders will share their vast knowledge of native 
plants and the wildlife these plants support.

We are emailing event details on Monday, April 26. 
Please check your inbox to RSVP. Didn’t get our 
email? Please email mary@deeprootskc.org or call 
816.301.7545.

Attendance is limited for social distancing. Plan to wear 
your favorite mask!

Please join us for a 
Walk on the Wild Side!

Deep Roots and our partners present the Plan It Native Landscapes 
Conference annually. We hosted the 2020 event online and featured three 
half-days packed with interactive sessions, inspiring keynote speakers, 
and opportunities to connect with the native plant community. 

Plan It Native 2020 hosted more than 560 people from 40 states and four 
countries, turning a regional conference into an international event. 

“ ”
I have been gardening for decades and feel as if I have just now begun to understand and 

appreciate the impact our gardening and landscaping choices can make.

97.6% of conference attendees report that Plan It Native  
improved their native plant landscaping practices.
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Deep Roots’ circle of influence increased 138% through new donors, newsletter subscribers and social media followers in 2020.  
Conference and workshop/webinar attendance increased 220% over previous years. Our community is growing!

Kathy Gates, Chair G. David Gale, 
Vice-Chair

Gina Miller, 
Treasurer

Margo Farnsworth, 
Secretary

Bob Berkebile Tom Jacobs Jason Jensen

Marion Pierson, MD Kristin Riott Eric Tschanz Stephen Van Rhein Stacia B. Stelk Sarah Beier Mary Petropoulos

Ann & Matt Anthony     
Janet Armstrong     
Darlene Arnett     
Arvin L. Gottlieb Foundation
Applied Ecological Services 
A Tree Grows In Brooklyn*    
Susan Bailey     
Deborah Barker     

Sarah & Mark Beier 
Margaret Bell     
Brenda Bennett-Pike    
Rayna Bentley 
Libby & Bob Berkebile     
Anne Blackman     
Bill & Anne Blessing     
Lynne Boehm 
Emily & Rick Boeshaar     
Peggy & Dr. Michael Borkon     
Susan M. Bray 
Brian Cave Leighton Paisner 
Sarah Brown     
Jill Bunting     
Libby Burdsall 
Linda & John R. Burwell     
Jae Cameron     
Lyndon & Rick Chamberlain     
City Roots Nursery and Landscape    
Brett Creason     
Bobbie Cronk     
Janet & Pat Curran     
Mary Ann Curtis     
DCA Outdoors*    
Katherine DeBruce     
Chris DeLong     
Jill DeWitt & Charles Wurrey     
Paula Diaz     
Cheryl Dillard     
Dee & David Dillon     
Mary Dillon     
Carla & David Dods     
Jeff Doudrick     
Lynn & Paul N. Douthat     
Courtney Earnest     
Annabelle Eason     
Eichman Family Fund     

Deborah Eldridge 
Meggin Emert     
Theresa Enderle     
Mary Espinoza     
Evergy*
Margo Farnsworth & Jim Pascoe     
Elizabeth & John Fischer 
Sarah Foltz     

Valerie Frankoski     
Forrest Keeling Nursery 
Larry Gadt 
David & Susie Gale     
Terry & Dennis Garberg     
Kathryn & Kirkland Gates     
Sheila Gloer     
Suzanne Gordon     
Green Thumb Gardens 
Pam Gyllenborg     
Laura Hammond     
Happy Apple’s Farm    
Mary Jo Harris     
Marilyn & Jim Hebenstreit     
Staci Hendrickson   
Linda Hezel & Richard Moore     
Paget & Tom Higgins     
Klio & Mary Jo Hobbs     
Ellen & Irv Hockaday     
Tobi Holloway     
Christina Hoxie
Elise Hubbard 
Tom Jacobs     
Yvonne Jenkin 
Jason Jensen
Ann & Brad Johnson     
Sandra Kapka 
KC Parks and Recreation* 
Jonathan & Nancy Lee Kemper
John Kenney     
Judy King  
Julie & Mike Kirk   
Donna Klehm     
Patti Kolek     
Carolyn & George Kroh
Kim & Jeff Krum 
Carolyn Kusmin        

Nicole LaPlante
Elaine Leander     
Janice Lee     
Barbara & Allen Lefko     
Roy List 
Janet Long     
Chris Longly 
Carrie Luce     

Penny Mahon     
Ann Manzardo     
Susan Lordi Marker & Dennis Marker     
Kent Maughan     
Carole McKnight     
Ann & Myron Michael     
Mid-America Regional Council Water 
Quality Education Committee*
Gina Miller     
Susan Miller
Miller Hammond Charitable Fund*   
Ann & Chad Milton     
Missouri Department of Conservation*    
Missouri Wildflowers Nursery*
Ariel Mollhagen     
Marcella Morales-Gaona     
Rozzie & Will Motter     
Marcia & Zahid Nana     
Native Lands* 
Barbara Nelson     
Dawn Olney     
Sharon & Rich Orr     
Parsons’ Gardens     
Sidney Peterson     
Mary Petropoulos 
Dr. Marion & Emmet Pierson 
Susan Pierson     
John & Pat Pitney 
Laura & Rick Powell 
Mary Ann & Nick Powell     
Wendy & George Powell     
PrintForest*   
Ann & John Readey     
Priscilla Reckling     
Red River Valley Design* 
Patty & Jerry Reece
Kristin & Frank Riott 

Gordon Risk     
Tim & Susan Rodgers     
Terry Rynard     
Monica Schroer     
Cathy & Mike Schultz     
Paul Showalter     
Cacki & Les Smith     
Kimberly Smith     

Margaret Smith     
Katherine & Kenneth Snow   
Sow Wild Natives  
Susan & Tuck Spaulding     
Stacia Stelk & Alex Burden     
Connie Stewart     
Linda Stinnett     
Suburban Lawn & Garden
Megan Sutherland     
Veronica Tarnowski     
Barbara Taswell-Miller     
Donna & Bradley Teachman     
Jaron Theye     
Eric & Debbie Tschanz       
Amanda Gehin & Stephen Van Rhein     
Jane VanSant 
Jean & Don Wagner     
Robin Wall     
Susan Walston     
Walter & Mary Steele Fund 
Nancy & Bruce Waugh     
Linn Wells     
Diana & Kelly Werts     
Sally & Bob West     
Westport Garden Club    
William T. Kemper Foundation*
Linda Williams     
Patricia Wilson
Amie Winchester
Jim Winn     
Van Wolbach
Barbara Yunker 
Megan Yunker

Through public programing and professional 
education, we’re helping more people grow 
successful native plant landscapes.

What You Plant Matters. Native plants create a 
sense of place. Native plants provide “room and 
board” for native pollinators, insects, birds, and 
butterflies with their nectar, fruit and seeds, and 
stalks and leaves. Native plants also clean our air, 
filter our water, reduce erosion and trap carbon.

From webinar episodes to demonstration gardens, 
Deep Roots teaches people how to incorporate 
native plants into their landscapes.

Deep Roots KC is changing our region’s landscapes. 

Webinar attendees added more 
than 20,000 new, native plants to 
their landscapes last year.

We just moved into our home a year ago. I want 
to figure out what I have and what to plant. I am 

a Master Naturalist and love all the webinars. 
They are awesome. Always informative!! I always 

learn something!

Monarch Caterpillar Loose Park Garden

Garden for function and beauty.

“
”



What You Plant Matters
Photo: Bur oak, Quercus macrocarpa

Oak trees are a keystone species. Their branches, 
leaves, and acorns provide shelter and food to 
thousands of species including caterpillars and 
other insects, birds, and more. 

Planting an oak tree along with other native plant 
species supports local habitat and maintains 
biodiversity.

Native Plants Support Habitat 
Throughout the Year
Plan your garden for blooms throughout the growing season. 
Whether on acreage or in small gardens, these native plants 
support local habitat.

Spring
The serviceberry tree 
(Amelanchier arborea) 
supports a variety of 
pollinators with its blossoms, 
and many songbirds rely on the fruit in the 
summer. Photo above right: cedar waxwing 
on serviceberry.

Spiderwort (Tradescantia ohiensis) 
supports several native bumblebees.  
Above left: common eastern bumblebee.

Golden Alexander (Zizia aurea) supports black 
swallowtail caterpillars, green metallic bees, and 
a variety of other pollinators. Photo at left: black 
swallowtail caterpillar.Polyphemus Moth

Variable Oakleaf Caterpillar 

Polyphemus Caterpillar

Blue Wild Indigo

Serviceberry

Spiderwort

Fall
Aromatic Aster 
(Symphyotrichum 
oblongifolium) is a host 
plant of the pearl crescent 
butterfly and provides 
nectar and pollen for 

many native bumblebee and moth 
species. At right: pearl crescent 
butterfly.

Pale purple coneflower (Echinacea 
pallida) supports seed-eating 
birds, crab spiders, and is a great 
nectar source for butterflies. Photo: 
goldfinch enjoying coneflower seeds.

Golden Alexander

Summer
Butterfly milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa) is the host plant 
for monarch butterflies and milkweed tussock moths. 
It also supports milkweed longhorn beetles. At left: 
monarch butterfly and caterpillar on milkweed.

Wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa) 
supports sphynx moth caterpillars with its 
leaves. Ruby-throated hummingbirds and 
hummingbird moths nectar from its flowers. 
At left: hummingbird clearwing moth.

Blue wild indigo (Baptisia australis) supports 
the black and gold bumblebee (as seen in Deep 
Roots’ logo!), as well as the caterpillars of the 
indigo duskywing moth and the orange sulphur 
butterfly. Below left: black and gold bumblebee.

Winter
Resist the urge to “clean up” the garden in the fall.  Over the 
winter, dried stalks and fallen leaves provide important habitat 
for birds, bees, butterflies and more!

Many thanks to Deep Roots’ volunteer, Tom Schroeder, for being a resource on this project and to the 
research of Douglas Tallamy, PhD. Photos courtesy of Sarah Beier, Matt Garrett, Courtney Masterson, 
Mary Nemecek, Cydney Ross, Tom Schroeder, and Linda Williams.

Find resources for these native plants and 
more at deeproots.org.

Wild Bergamot

Butterfly Milkweed

Winter Garden

Chickadee Feeding Clutch 

Pale Purple Coneflower

Aromatic Aster

At left, from top:
A single pair of breeding black-
capped chickadees must 
find between 6,000-9,000 
caterpillars to rear one clutch of 
young. 

Oak trees support more than 
500 species of caterpillars. 
Caterpillars transfer more energy 
from plants to animals than any 
other kind of plant eater. 

Oak trees are “host plants“ 
for the polyphemus moth. The 
caterpillar eats the leaves of its 
host to survive. 


